
ABC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
RESOLUTION

SUPPORTING SOLUTIONS TO SOLVE THE STATE’S NURSING SHORTAGE
WHEREAS nurses are essential to quality patient care and, without enough nurses, Texans’ access to health care will be jeopardized; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature invested $49.7 million in special funding for nursing education for the 2008-09 biennium and this money helped increase nursing school enrollment by 12 percent and new nursing graduates by 10.8 percent; and 
WHEREAS Texas still is falling further behind in the gap between the supply of registered nurses and demand, due primarily to the state’s rapidly growing and aging population; and
WHEREAS more than 11,000 qualified students were turned away by Texas nursing schools in 2010 because of a lack of faculty; and
WHEREAS the projected shortage of registered nurses is expected to grow to more than 70,000 by 2020; and

WHEREAS hospital vacancy rates for registered nurses currently average around 6 percent and these good-paying, stable jobs should be filled with Texas nurses; and
WHEREAS it is the responsibility of ABC Chamber of Commerce to encourage an environment that promotes good health, economic growth and job opportunities for all of our citizens;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, ABC Chamber of Commerce endorses the work of the Texas Nursing Workforce Shortage Coalition, which is urging the 82nd Texas Legislature to stay the course and continue the special funding in Article III of the state budget to support nursing education. The coalition – a diverse partnership of health care organizations, business groups and education leaders – believes that addressing the state’s nursing shortage is critical to Texas’ future health and economic well-being. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of ABC Chamber of Commerce are encouraged to, wherever possible, support other efforts to address the state’s nursing shortage to keep the Texas health care industry competitive and ensure that high-quality health care services are accessible to all.  
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